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REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  of  the  Penis  tone 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  death-rate  for  1903 
was  lower  than  it  has  been  for  10  years.  The  total  number  of 
deaths  actually  occurring  in  the  district  was  29,  which  gives  a 
death-rate  of  9  per  1,000.  To  this,  however,  has  to  be  added 
1  death  of  a  resident  which  took  place  in  the  Workhouse.  This 
gives  a  corrected  total  of  30  deaths,  and  a  nett  death-rate  of  9*6 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  In  1894  the  number  of 
deaths  was  also  29,  but  as  the  population  then  was  2,658,  as 
against  3,200  in  1904,  the  death-rate  was  higher,  10*5.  The 
average  d^ath-rate  for  the  preceding  10  years  was  15*4,  while 
the  annual  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1903  was  also 
15-4. 

There  were  eleven  deaths  under  5  years  of  age,  nine  of  these 
being  in  infants  under  1  year.  Seven  deaths  occurred  in  persons 
over  65  years,  five  from  70  to  77,  and  one  93  years  of  age. 

No  deaths  were  recorded  during  August. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  were 
as  usual  responsible  for  the  larger  proportion,  6  being  due  to  bron¬ 
chitis,  1  to  pneumonia,  and  3  to  other  respiratory  diseases.  Cancer 
was  the  cause  of  death  in  4  oases,  and  whooping  cough,  diphtheria, 
and  enteric  fever,  claimed  1  each.  Five  inquests  were  held,  and 
in  two  cases  postmortem  examinations  were  made. 


No  deaths  from  pulmonary  phthsis  was  recorded,  but  one 
took  place  in  an  infant  from  tuberculosis  of  the  intestines. 

The  infant  death-rate  shows  a  most  satisfactory  decrease. 
The  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  was  9,  giving  a  death-rate  of 
88*2  per  1,000  births  registered.  In  1902  the  rate  was  174.  The 
average  for  the  preceding  10  years  was  114,  and  that  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1903  was  132. 

Of  the  deaths  under  1  year,  3  were  due  to  premature  birth, 
3  to  respiratory  diseases,  and  1  each  to  whooping  cough,  enteritis, 
and  tubercle  of  the  intestines. 

The  number  of  registered  births  was  102,  higher  than  in 
any  of  the  preceding  10  years,  with  the  exception  of  1901,  when 
it  was  103.  Taking  the  estimated  population  as  3200,  this  gives 
a  birth-rate  of  31 ’8.  The  average  for  the  10  years  preceding  was 
30T,  and  that  for  England  and  Wales,  28'4. 

The  number  of  Zymotic  cases  was  10,  comprising  5  of 
diphtheria,  3  of  smallpox,  and  2  of  enteric  fever.  One  case  of 
enteric  fever  occurred  unusually  late  in  life,  in  a  man  over  62 
years  of  age,  and  proved  fatal.  One  case  of  diphtheria,  in  a  child 
under  five  years  of  age,  also  proved  fatal.  Three  cases  of 
diphtheria  occurred  in  February  and  two  in  April.  Three  smallpox 
cases  were  reported  in  March,  and  one  case  of  enteric,  in  August 
and  November  respectively. 

Ten  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriological 
Laboratory,  at  Wakefield  for  examination,  and  I  have  again  to 
acknowledge  the  very  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  that 
Institution. 

A  very  noteworthy  fact  is  that  1903  was  the  first  year  for 
over  10  years,  during  which  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to 
close  the  Schools  for  some  epidemic.  Altogether,  I  think,  that  the 
health  of  the  district  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


In  February,  smallpox,  which  had  been  gradually  spreading 
over  the  country,  appeared  in  our  neighbourhood.  The  first  case 
occurred  on  February  17  th,  in  a  man  who  had  been  living  in  the 
lodginghouse,  which  is  on  the  boundary  between  Penistone  and 
Thurlstone.  This  man  being  ill,  was  removed  to  the  Workhouse, 
where  the  case  was  immediately  recognised  to  be  one  of  smallpox. 
Energetic  measures  were  at  once  taken  for  isolation  and  re¬ 
vaccination.  This  man  imported  the  disease  from  Barnsley. 
Subsequently,  there  were  two  fresh  and  separate  importations,  one 
from  Hebden  Bridge,  and  the  other  from  Sheffield.  Seven  contact 
cases  occurred  from  the  first  man,  one  of  them  fatal,  but  these 
cases  will  probably  be  more  fully  dealt  with  by  Dr.  Wilson, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Thurlstone. 

Three  cases,  traceable  to  infection  from  the  lodging  house 
cases,  occurred  in  Penistone,  2  in  Wentworth  Road,  and  1  in 
Spring  Vale.  The  cases  in  Wentworth  Road  were  isolated  and 
treated  at  home,  the  Spring  Vale  case  was  removed  to  the  Hospital 
at  Barnsley.  All  these  recovered,  and  no  further  spread  of  the 
disease  took  place,  although  the  Spring  Vale  case  was  storekeeper 
at  Messrs.  Dobson  &  Nalls,  Box  Works,  and  must  have  come  into 
close  contract  with  many  persons  while  the  characteristic  eruption 
was  well  marked  on  him.  Probably  the  fact,  that  most  were 
young  and  comparatively  recently  vaccinated  explains  this. 

One  good  effect  of  the  outbreak  of  smallpox,  has  been  the 
erection  of  a  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Rough  birch  worth.  Oxspring, 
by  the  joint  townships  of  Penistone  and  Thurlstone.  This  work 
was  carried  out  in  a  very  expeditious  and  highly  satisfactory 
manner  by  Messrs.  Hawley,  of  Penistone. 

IMUiSAlMCES. 

During  the  year  32  nuisances  were  reported  and  24  abated. 
Speaking  generally,  there  may  be  said  to  have  been  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  this  respect,  but  some  of  the  old  oft-reported  nuisances  con¬ 
tinue,  and  must  do  until  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 


of  the  town  at  the  outfall  works  is  definitely  decided.  Complaints 
continue  to  be  make  from  time  to  time,  but  unfortunately  are  not 
systematically  reported  to  me.  The  emptying  of  closets  and 
ashpits  has  been  fairly  satisfactory,  though  cases  where  these  are 
full  to  overflowing  are  to  be  noted.  Cleansing  by  contract  does 
not  appear  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  and,  I  believe,  the  work  would 
be  more  systematically  and  efficiently  done  by  the  Council  taking 
the  cleansing  into  their  own  hands. 

The  emanations  of  sewer-gas  from  the  manholes,  though 
still  bad  at  times,  have  not  been  so  markedly  offensive  as  in  the 
preceding  year.  This  is  due  to  the  exceptionally  heavy  rainfall 
which  has  flushed  the  sewers.  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was 
40 ’49  inches,  the  average  for  49  years  being  32 '29  inches. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  with  our  improved  water  supply, 
this  grave  nuisance  may  be  kept  under  in  future,  by  efficient  and 
regular  flushing. 

A  nuisance,  which  requires  attention,  is  the  state  of  the 
drains  of  the  Queen  Hotel  and  several  houses  behind  it.  These 
are  below  the  level  of  the  main  sewer,  and  are  rubble  drains  dis¬ 
charging  into  the  river.  This  drain  has  become  blocked,  and  is,  I 
believe,  covered  to  a  considerable  depth  by  refuse  from  the 
Steelworks. 

In  Unwin  Street  the  houses  drain  into  an  open  cesspool 
near  the  Tennis  Court.  This  has  been  a  source  of  complaint  for  a 
long  time,  but  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  drain  it  into  the 
sewer  in  Green  Road.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  carried  the  drain  in  the  direction  of  the  street,  instead  of 
transversely,  as  this  will  have  to  be  done  eventually. 

In  Welham  Terrace  there  are  4  houses  with  two  closets 
and  one  ashpit  common  to  the  lot — no  receptable  for  rubbish,  tins, 
broken  glass,  and  the  like — which  are  deposited  in  a  corner  of  the 
yard,  along  with  vegetable  refuse  which  ought  to  be  burnt. 


The  erection  by  the  Council  of  Notice  Boards  warning 
persons  against  depositing  rubbish  on  the  footpath  has  had  a 
markedly  beneficial  effect. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT^  1907. 

ISix  workshops  have  been  registered  in  the  district,  com¬ 
prising  :  3  shoemakers,  2  bakers,  and  1  non-textile  factory.  The 
non-textile  factory  is  the  printing  works  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Wood,  and 
in  the  matter  of  air-space,  ventilation,  light,  and  general  excellence 
of  sanitary  conditions,  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  The  necessary 
notices  are  exhibited. 

The  bake-shops  belonging  to  Misses  A.  &  H.  Wood,  Market 
Street,  and  Mrs.  M.  Taylor,  High  Street,  are  satisfactory  in 
every  respect. 

The  shoe  shops  of  Messrs.  Hudson  &  Birks,  and  Mr.  Senior, 
comply  with  the  regulations,  as  also  does  that  of  Mr.  Hinchliffe, 
though  in  this  case  an  increase  in  the  air  space  would  be  a 
distinct  improvement. 

In  none  of  these  establishments  is  overtime  worked,  nor 
are  out-workers  employed. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

One  of  the  most  important  improvements  of  the  year  was 
the  placing  on  a  sound  footing  of  the  water  supply  of  the  town. 
This  had  been  many  times  in  a  very  critical  condition,  and  a  water 
famine  would  have  come  as  no  surprise  to  many. 

A  new  compressed  air  pumping  plant  has  been  erected,  and 
is  working  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner,  turning  out  on  an 
average  about  280,000  gallons  in  24  hours.  This,  it  is  expected, 
will  prove  an  ample  supply  for  all  purposes,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  in  future  we  shall  have  a  more  effectual  attempt  to  keep 


down  the  dust  in  the  dry  weather,  which  has  been  a  source  of 
annoyance  to  all  and  loss  to  many — shopkeepers  especially, — 
whose  goods  in  many  instances  have  been  damaged  or  ruined. 

The  whole  township  is  now  supplied  with  towns  water, 
except  2  houses  at  Bridge  end,  2  in  Bridge  Street,  2  in  High 
Street,  and  11  at  Cubley. 

Matters  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  outfall  works, 
and  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  General  Infectious  Diseases,  appear 
to  be  in  status  quo. 


I  am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  A.  ROSS,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABI.E  C,  1903. 


Penistone  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— James  Alex.  Ross. 

Salary— £24. 

Sanitary  Inspector  —Henry  Harwell. 

Salary" — £24. 

What  other  positions  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill  ? — None.  . 
Water  Supply— 

Quality — Good.  Action  on  Lead — None  observed. 

Any  extensions  or  change  during  19U3  ? — No. 

Any  inadequacy  in  any  part  ? — 11  houses  at  Oubley, 

Sewerage — 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered? — Yes. 

Is  rainfall  excluded  ? — Yes. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1903 — None. 

Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ?— At  Bridge  End. 

Sewage  Disposal— 

System  adopted — None. 

Any  extensions  ? — None. 

Scavenging— 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary  staff, 
by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants? — Contractor. 

■  Number  of  each  type  of  receptacle  : — 

Open  privy  middens — 10.  Covered  privy  middens — 598.  Pail  or 
tub  closets — 4.  W.C. — 37.  Other — 10. 

Adoptive  Acts— 

Acts  adopted  during  1903  (or  parts) — None. 

Any  diseases  added  to  Notification  schedule,  e.g,.  Measles,  Chicken- 
pox,  &c. — None. 

Any  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  ? — No. 
Bye-Laws— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1903  ? — 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — No. 

(h)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890— No. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c.— 

Slaughter  Houses — Registered,  2  ;  Inspected,  2  ;  General  Con¬ 
dition,  good.  Cowsheds— Registered,  4  ;  Inspected,  4.  Offensive 
Trades — None. 

Isolation  Hospital— 

Name  and  Situation  of  Hospital  for  Small-pox  cases — Penistone  and 
Thurlstone  Small-pox  Hospital,  Oxspring. 

Do.  for  general  infectious  diseases— None. 

Does  the  Sanitary  Authority  provide  antitoxin  (gratis)  for  diphtheria 
cases  ? — No. 

Schools — 

No.  closed  during  1903  on  account  of  sickness.  None. 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with 
school  life  during  1903?— No. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act- 

No,  of  Workshops  in  the  district  as  per  Register — 6. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  1903  -6  Legal  proceedings — 

None. 

No.  of  Bakehouses  included  in  above— 2  No  of  Underground 

Bakehouses  in  District— None. 

No.  of  Domestic  Workshops  included  in  above— .5  No.  of 

Domestic  Factories  in  the  district — 1 
No.  of  Lists  of  Outworkers  received — 

Anv  action  as  to  unwholesome  or  infected  outworkers’  premises  ? — 

*No. 

Dwellings— 

Number  of  houses  built  during  1903—19.  General  character — 
cottages. 

Any  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ?— Bridge  End. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ?— Several  cases. 

Anv  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts — 

‘No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ? — No. 

Are  records  kept  ? — No. 

Nuisances— 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1902—8  At  close  of 
1903 — 8  Reported  during  1903 — 32.  Abated  during  1903 — 24. 

Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  during 
1903— None. 


Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings— None. 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  Disconnected  during  1903 — 

Number  of  Sink  Wastes  Trapped  during  1903 — 

Number  of  Closets  newly  Constructed  during  1903—19.  Kinds— 
4  Duckett,  1  W.C. 

Number  of  Closets  Reconstructed  during  1903—5.  Kinds — Covered 
privy  middens. 

Meteorology— 

Mean  Temperature  for  year  1903 —  Rainfall— 40'19  inches. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  folloaving  matters 
Seizure  of  Unsound  Food — None.  Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts— None.  Prosecutions — 
Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1903  attributable  to  arsenical 
beer  ? — No. 

River  Pollution — All  the  sewage  of  the  town  discharges  into  the 
River  Don. 

Smoke  observations  taken— None.  Legal  Notices — None. 

Summonses — None. 

Burial  Grounds — No.  in  District,  2  ;  Any  need  for  extension  ? — No 
Mortuaries — No.  in  District  {a)  for  accidents — None,  {b)  other 

Births  during  1903— Males,  48  ;  Females,  54  ;  Total,  102. 

Number  illegitimate  included  in  the  above— No  return, 

Any  information  as  to  number  of  Still  Births — No  return. 

Deaths  during  1903 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in 
the  district,  without  any  correction— 29. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  —  Males,  17 
Females,  13  ;  Total,  30. 

Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — 0 

Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health — 

Outfall  Works  for  the  treatment  of  the  Sewage  of  the  town  ; 
Scheme  for  dealing  with  the  Sewage  of  Bridge  End  ; 

Hospital  for  General  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Area  of  District  in  aci’es  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  1133. 

Total  Population  at  all  ages  .  3071 'i 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . .  589  >  At  Census  of  1901, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  .  5  2  j 

1—  Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 

from  within  the  District — Penistone  Union  Workhouse. 

2 —  Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in  which  have  been  distributed 

among  the  several  localities  in  the  district. — 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ?  No. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the  Year  1903. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages. — Years. 

Under  1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Small  Pox . 

3 

3 

Cholera . 

Diphtheria  . . 

5 

•  «  • 

1 

•i 

2 

Membranous  Croup... 

«  •  « 

... 

Erysipelas . . 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

... 

•  •  • 

Typhus  Fever  . 

•  «  • 

•  4 

.  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

2 

1 

1 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

•  •  • 

... 

Continued  Fever . 

•  «  • 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

•  >  • 

•  • 

... 

Plague  . 

. 

... 

... 

•  • 

Totals . 

10 

... 

1  , 

1 

2 

3 

4 

... 

No  Isolation  Hospital.  One  contemplated. 


T\r. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Deaths  in  all  Districts  at  subjoined  Ages 

O 

.Q  cc 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under  1 

1  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards. 

Deaths  in  Pi: 
In.stitutior 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

«  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

.  . 

.  •  t 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup . 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

<  •  . 

•  • 

1 

Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

»  ♦  * 

.  •  • 

Phthisis . . 

•  •  • 

•  * 

•  « 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases... 

1 

1 

.  . 

>  •  t 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

4 

.  • 
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